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IMMEDIATE

ORGANISATIONS ASKED TO REGISTER

WITH THE PEAK DIRECTIONS WEBSITE

“If you run or work for an organisation in Bakewell, Matlock or the surrounding villages that supports community groups or social enterprise projects, then make sure it’s listed on the Peak Directions Website” – that’s the message from the Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder Team.

The initiative launched the website, www.peakdirections.co.uk, in April to provide a user-friendly source of information, support and guidance on a wide range of issues – from starting, funding and running a local business, community group or social enterprise, to employment and training, funding and local government services.
The website features separate sections dedicated to social enterprise and voluntary and community organisations and specific market sectors, such as tourism and leisure, manufacturing, creative industries, farming and land.

The service also boasts an extensive search facility, together with a business directory, A-Z enterprise fact file, calendar of events and scrapbook, which enables users to build up a catalogue of useful information as they browse the website.

But while the business services sections have been well subscribed and now feature in excess of 400 organisations, only a few organisations that support community, voluntary and social enterprises sectors, are listed.

To register your organisation with Peak Directions couldn’t be easier – simply click on the ‘Contact Us’ button on the right hand side of each web page, then complete the form, giving brief details of your organisation and services, and the web master will do the rest.

Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer commented:

“Before launching the Peak Directions website, we spoke to community organisations and businesses based around the Peak District and they were largely unaware of the wealth of support services that were available to them.  As a result, they simply weren’t taking advantage of all the available resources.

“Peak Directions has been designed to provide businesses and communities with a single point of access to a wide range of services - at the touch of a button.  We are promoting the service widely throughout the Peak District and are already receiving in the region of 4,000 unique hits every month.

“It’s completely free to register, so I would encourage any organisation that provides support to the community and voluntary sectors to register with our web master,” added Rob.  

The Peak District Delivery Pathfinder is the Delivery Pathfinder for the Peak District area.  It is a Defra initiative and is one of eight Rural Delivery Pathfinders in England. The Peak District Pathfinder encompasses the areas of High Peak, Derbyshire Dales and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.  
RAZ aims to create a high skills – high wage economy in the Peak District and plans to achieve this by improving the competitiveness of existing businesses; developing the growing knowledge economy; encouraging the development of creative industries; promoting high quality sustainable tourism and cultural development and developing the environmental economy.

For further information, call Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer, on 01629 816267 or e-mail robert.jones@ddep.co.uk.  
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